
King George County Schools Plan for Safe Return to In-Person Instruction and

Continuity of Services

Section 1: Introduction

The purpose of the American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act Elementary and Secondary School Emergency
Relief (ESSER) III Fund is to help safely reopen and sustain the safe operation of schools and
address the impacts of COVID-19 on the nation’s students by addressing students’ academic,
social, emotional, and mental health needs. This plan describes how King George County Schools
will maintain the health and safety of students, educators, and other school and division sta�
during and following the return to full in-person instruction. Questions about this plan should be
directed to planning@kgcs.k12.va.us .

Section 2: Maintaining Health and Safety

King George County Schools has taken and will continue to take actions to ensure the health and
safety of students, educators, and other school and division sta� and will continue to monitor the
transmission levels to make appropriate decisions for its schools. A description of actions already
taken and additional actions planned is below.

The school division has installed needlepoint bi-polar air ionization systems in all schools and has
installed air quality filtration systems on school buses. These systems are e�ective in neutralizing
and capturing airborne viruses and contaminants.

The school division partnering with the Virginia Health Department hosted a COVID-19 vaccine
clinic for all sta� and community members at the King George County High School. The vaccine is
now available for all persons as young as 5 years of age.

In addition, King George County Schools has adopted practices on each of the following safety
recommendations established by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and in
accordance with the current Executive Order of the Governor of Virginia.

● Wearing of masks - With the change in CDC policy and state law, mask-wearing is voluntary
for students and sta� while on school property and buses.

On January 15, 2022, Executive Order Number Two (2022) and Order of Public Health Emergency
One were issued that rescinded a previous order and health order requiring masking of children in
public and private school settings. On February 16, 2022, Governor Youngkin signed into law
Senate Bill 739 which provides parents of a student in public elementary or secondary school, or in
any school-based early childhood care and education program the right to opt-out of local mask
mandates on school property. The law indicates that families do not have to provide a reason for
opting out and students may not face consequences for not wearing masks.
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January 24, 2022 KGCS School Board voted to make masks optional for all students PK-12.

● Modifying facilities and transportation seating to allow for physical distancing- Based on
the executive order 79, physical distancing is no longer required.

● Handwashing and respiratory etiquette- Additional handwashing and sanitation stations
are available through facilities. Signs are posted for student and sta� use to remind of
proper handwashing etiquette.

● Diagnostic and screening testing - Parents and sta� are encouraged to monitor their
students and themselves for symptoms and to stay home if any are identified. Children,
teachers, and sta� who have symptoms of infectious illness, such as influenza (flu) or
COVID-19, are to stay home and seek advice on testing and treatment from their physician.
Upon arrival at school, sta� will monitor for symptoms and send symptomatic students to
the school nurse for evaluation.

● E�orts to provide vaccinations to school communities - All sta� are encouraged to get
vaccinated. E�orts to provide vaccinations to school employees- All KGCS employees were
o�ered priority appointments in multiple vaccine clinics hosted on site. Additional
coordination for the vaccine is o�ered through the O�ce of Student and Family Services
with support from the local health department. Parents should determine whether or not to
vaccinate their children.

● Appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities - Health and safety procedures
will be appropriate to the needs required for children with disabilities and based on services
and accommodations documented within each child’s Individualized Education Plan (IEP).
Families of students with disabilities will work with case managers and school
administrators to determine individual needs based on documentation in IEPs. The use of
assistive technology and alternative scheduling may be considered for students with
disabilities under certain circumstances. Sta�’s use of additional PPE will be determined by
the needs of the students and on the level of need of each individual student.

● KGCS is part of the ViSSTA program, a partnership between VDH and VDOE to o�er COVID-19
assistance to school divisions. By participating in the ViSSTA program, VDH provides
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funding for contact tracers, mitigation specialists, COVID testing, and related supplies. Each
school division that participates in ViSSTA is assigned a laboratory vendor to facilitate the
testing process. There are 2 primary testing components in ViSSTA, diagnostic testing and
screening testing.

Section 3: Continuity of Services

King George County Schools has taken and will continue to take actions to ensure continuity of
services, including but not limited to services to address students’ academic needs and students’
and sta� social, emotional, mental health, and other needs.

Academic Needs

King George County Schools has been able to maintain face to face instruction at all sites. KGCS
successfully partnered with Virtual Virginia for qualified students who desired to remain a virtual
learner for the remainder of the 2021-2022 school year. The instructional program includes an
on-going review of student data to drive educational decisions. Schools o�er intervention and
remediation with research-based materials. Interventions and supports are monitored through
school team meetings conducted by instructional leadership teams within each school and from
the School Board O�ce. Additional reading and math services along with before and after school
tutoring is ongoing to address unfinished learning for identified students. Spring assessment data
are being analyzed to provide targeted remediation and enrichment to all students. Summer
school, transitional programs and other academic supports provided by KGSC will be implemented
over the summer to ensure students in need of remediation receive the necessary instructional
supports to bridge skills and content to grade level standards.

Social and Emotional Needs

The O�ce of Student and Family Services coordinates division-wide e�orts to support the social
and emotional needs for students in King George County Schools. The division reviews student data
and collects feedback through periodic needs assessments to identify areas of focus.

King George County Schools will implement evidence-based activities to close the opportunity gap.
Activities include implementing division-wide social emotional learning curriculum, programs
supporting culturally responsive and inclusive best practices, and professional development
opportunities.
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Mental Health Needs

Specialized Instructional Support Personnel (SISP), including school counselors, school
psychologists, school social workers, and school nurses, are available for mental health services for
students both virtually and in person. King George County Schools provides classroom guidance,
small group, and individual counseling services to all students.

King George County Schools uses a multi-tiered system of supports to identify students that may be
at increased risk and provides academic, behavioral, social-emotional, and mental health
interventions. King George County Schools partners with community organizations to provide
additional services such as therapeutic day treatment and in-home outpatient counseling.

Section 4: Opportunity for Public Comment

In developing the ARP ESSER Plan, King George County Schools sought public input and took such
input into account as described below.

● Throughout the 2021-2022 school year, public comment was available at School Board
meetings on school reopening plans.

● The Plan for Safe Return to In-Person Instruction and Continuity of Services was originally
posted to the division website on May 1, 2021. The plan was revised and reposted to the
division website 0n December 1, 2021. The plan was revised and reposted to the division
website on May 24, 2022. In addition to public comment at the School Board meetings,
public comment and input is available electronically through planning@kgcs.k12.va.us .

Section 5: Periodic Review and Revision of Plan

During the period of the ARP ESSER award (until September 2023), King George County Schools will
periodically review and, as needed, revise its plan for the safe return to in-person instruction and
continuity of services. The plan will be reviewed at least every six months, and King George County
Schools will seek and take into account public input during the review process. Plan revisions will
address updated CDC guidance on safely reopening schools, if any are issued.
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Section 6: Making the Plan Available to the Public

King George County Schools has taken the following steps to make this plan available to the public:

The plan is posted at https://www.kgcs.k12.va.us/students_families/esser_resources

The plan may be translated for community stakeholders or parents. Contact Kristine Hill,
Supervisor of Instruction, khill@kgcs.k12.va.us to request translation;

Upon request, a parent who is an individual with a disability as defined by the ADA may be provided
with the plan in an alternative format accessible by contacting Dr. Jesse Boyd, Deputy
Superintendent at jboyd@kgcs.k12.va.us or 775-5833.
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